Laurier’s Internal Policies
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· Three-part Internal Policy that followed Sir John A. Macdonald’s National Policy

· Protectionism: Tariff Wall

· Laurier’s Liberals were opposed to tariffs prior to 1896 (they wanted reciprocity)

· After Laurier’s was elected in 1896, the tariffs continued because the Liberals realized that the government needed the money and they wanted to protect Canadian business from foreign imports
· Canadian businesses wanted high tariffs to protect their sales

· Canadian farmers wanted reciprocity to gain access to USA markets to sell their farm produce in a larger market

· Railway

· The western areas of Canada had rapidly expanded and the Canadian Pacific Railway could not handle all the business

· Therefore two new railways had to be built:

1. The Grand Trunk Railroad

2. Canadian Northern Railroad

· During WWI (1914-1918) the previous flood of immigration stopped and the two new lines were in financial trouble

· The two lines were combined to form the government-owned Canadian National Railway
· Immigration

· The Canadian Policy of encouraging immigration of farmers to fill up the prairies with settlers continued until WWI (initiated by Clifford Sifton)

